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Introduction

The island of Ireland can expect to hit a population of 9-10 million before 2050
according to IBEC, so we need an ambitious plan to ensure this expansion of the
population occurs in a balanced way across the country.

The imbalance of regional development throughout Ireland needs to be tackled in
the new National Planning Framework in order to counteract the problems arising
from the dominance of Dublin in terms of population and investment. Dublin has
already become overheated, resulting in a shortage of housing, unaffordable rents
and severe traffic congestion, so through this NPF, we must ensure this trend does
not continue.

Dublin the capital City currently accounts for too big a portion of Ireland’s GDP, and
regional towns and cities are not reaching their full potential. Sinn Féin outlined
their vision of major cities located across Ireland, each having a substantial
contribution to the all-Ireland economy through their submission to the NPF
Developing these major cities across the island will take pressure off Dublin and its
commuter belt, and spread out infrastructure, investment and job creation fairly
to all regions whilst also maintaining the important economic contribution the
capital makes to the national economy.

We want to see Limerick City defined for development over the next twenty years
as a major urban centre, in line with other cities across Ireland.

Through this submission we want to highlight the potential Limerick City has to
become a major city in Ireland, outline what infrastructure investment is needed
in order to make this happen and show how developing Limerick City will benefit
the Mid-West and the country as a whole.
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Limerick as a major city in the West

Developing Limerick as a major city would allow more people to live and work
in Limerick and its surrounds, it will attract more jobs to the region and provide it
with excellent transport links to other cities thus enhancing them as well.

Limerick already benefits from an international airport, a port in the city and a
major port in Foynes and has well-developed infrastructure and land with the
ability to host immediate expansion. Limerick also has the ability to be able to
expand on all sides, unlike many cities constrained by the sea.

Investing in Limerick becoming a major city in the mid-west will contribute to
easing the pressure on the capital and it's already stretched infrastructure and
housing supply. Developing Limerick with proper modern infrastructure will
certainly also lead to an enhancement of towns and villages across the 3 counties
of Limerick, Clare and Tipperary such as Shannon, Ennis, Caherconlish, Cappamore,
Murroe, Castleconnell, Patrickswell, Newport & Nenagh.

Also because of its strategic location, developing Limerick as a major city in the
mid-west will allow for easy access to and from Cork and Galway, allowing these
cities to grow as a result.




Tourism

Developing the mid-west region as a significant tourist destination should also be
considered in this NPF.

Limerick already has a broad range of tourism and cultural attractions including
King John's Castle, the Lime Tree Theatre, Belltable Arts Centre, the University
Concert Hall, Thomond Park and Dolan’s.

The City has a great reputation for excellent restaurants and bars, and the Milk
Market provides Limerick residents, businesses and visitors with access to a wide
variety of fresh, local, in-season products, typically directly from the producer.

The International Band Championship attracts over a thousand talented musicians
in marching bands from across the world and Limerick has a variety of museums
including the Hunt Museum, Limerick City Gallery of Art and the newly opened
Limerick City Museum.

This plan must aim to build on these successful attractions, and add many more
to increase tourist numbers and attract further investment.

We recognise that Lough Derg and the River Shannon are massively important
for the future economic viability of the Mid-West, and also have the potential to
become important tourist areas.

With Limerick City's proximity to the Atlantic coast, proper planning and
investment can allow Limerick, Clare and the Mid-West region become a major
tourist destination in Ireland.

Limerick 2030

The Limerick 2030 Plan should be incorporated into this National Planning
Framework and supported. This plan aims to develop key strategic sites in Limerick
City and County that will act as anchors for enterprise and investment development
across Limerick.

This plan includes the development of Opera Site, The Gardens International
Office, Troy Studios Film Hub & Cleeves Riverside Campus. These projects should
be developed as a priority. This plan aims to create 12,000 jobs in Limerick, with
5,000 in the City Centre, and will provide much needed office space to attract
FDI, and particularly in the light of Brexit, will help attract companies looking to
relocate to Limerick. This plan should also include the proposed relocation of the
Revenue Department from its existing location
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Current Infrastructure;

Limerick already benefits from significant world-class existing infrastructure;
Shannon Airport, Shannon Foynes Port, The Limerick Tunnel, The University of
Limerick and University Hospital Limerick.

Developing these in addition to investing in new infrastructure would make
Limerick City a very attractive option for multinational to choose as a location,
and encourage our indigenous firms to stay local and not feel the need to move to
Dublin to access good infrastructure facilities.

SHANNON AIRPORT - located only 20km from Limerick City. Providing connections
to international destinations and benefitting from US Pre-Clearance this makes
doing business in Limerick as easy as Dublin. A rail line should be developed to
get passengers into the City as quickly and conveniently as possible and provide
increased access to Shannon Airport from the mid-west.

THIRD LEVEL INSTITUTES - Already home to some of the leading third level institutes
in Ireland, including the University of Limerick, Mary Immaculate College and
Limerick Institute of Technology, these have the potential to become even greater,
and help create Limerick as a major city in Ireland.

Expanding these third level institutes would result in more opportunities for
students to study in Limerick. This would lead to an increase in students moving
to Limerick to study, and more than likely stay to work for the duration of their
studies.

The benefits of renting local houses, working in local businesses and spending in
the local economy are immediate, and there are potential long-term benefits also.
As is the case with many students, a large number will stay on in the city they
studied in to begin their careers and families. Having a young educated population
in Limerick will also be a great incentive for employers looking to locate here.

SHANNON FOYNES PORT COMPANY - Ireland’s second largest port operator, runs major
ports on the Shannon Estuary. Investing in these could lead to the continued
growth of trade through these ports and aim to attract new opportunities, such
as attracting major cruise liners to berth on the Shannon Estuary and develop this
area as a become a base for exploring the mid-west.

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL LIMERICK — benefiting from the medical school in UL, this hospital
should receive increased investment to provide excellent facilities for current
users and to accommodate an increase in population. Continuing to invest in this
hospital will allow it to become one of the leading hospitals in the country.



Infrastructure needs

To complement the existing infrastructure Limerick benefits from, new investment
is needed to make Limerick a major city not just in the mid-west but in Ireland.
Limerick has the potential to be the fulcrum to build and develop the entire
Midwest region.

What will benefit a developed and enhanced Limerick will complement the areas
around such as North Tipperary and Eastern and Southern Clare. Some of the
immediate local projects necessary include;
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Coonagh - Knockalisheen Road.

Northern Distributor Road, Limerick City.

The M20 Cork to Limerick Motorway.

Accelerating the building of the road from Foynes port to Limerick.
Rail line from Shannon Airport to Limerick City.

Rail link for freight to Limerick from Foynes.

Light rail system in Limerick with stops at Moyross, Corbally,
Annacotty, Mungret and Raheen, with a large integrated park and
ride facility.

We need an enhancement of our public bus service and the
development of rapid transit bus lanes to encourage use of public
transport.

Integrate Park and Ride facilities at the light railway systems,
strategic bus stops and at other suitable sites across the region.

Distributor roads around Newcastle West and Abbeyfeale.

An essential in attracting jobs to locations such as Limerick, is
access to fast and reliable broadband.

Facilitate the pedestrianisation of parts of Limerick City

Substantially increase the network of electric vehicle charging
points in the City.

Develop the area in South East Clare, from Clondrinagh Roundabout
to Shannon with a focus on jobs, homes and community facilities.
To develop Limerick to its full potential, we also need a particular
emphasis on developing the lands adjoining the Northside of the
University of Limerick Campus.
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An ambitious plan to build a sufficient number of social and affordable housing is
needed as a priority to address the homelessness crisis and provide an adequate
housing stock for the increased population.

We need specific strategies and incentives to encourage people to redevelop
derelict sites in the city and encourage city centre living.

Maintaining our current green areas, and developing new parks will help encourage
this city centre living. Existing spaces including; the People’'s Park, Mungret Park,
Arthur's Quay Park, Shelbourne Park, O'Brien Park, Curraghchase Forest Park and
Castletroy Neighbourhood Park should be protected and further enhanced for
community use. We would also like to see the river Shannon running through
the heart of Limerick City, fully utilised as the asset is it, in the development and
maintenance of boardwalks adjacent to the river and in the development and
promotion of the Shannon for recreational and sporting activities.

Ireland is already miles behind in terms of broadband connections and speed and
we need to address this shortage and substantially invest in the needs that will be
required for businesses in the future. We need to stop lagging behind in this area,
and substantially invest to make cities and regional towns outside of the capital
attractive to businesses that require advanced internet connections.

Limerick City can expand on all sides unlike Cork and Galway which are both
constrained by the sea. The City has some substantial existing infrastructure



already as well as great sporting facilities, a historic Georgian centre with a
Medieval historic core, and therefore with imagination and Government support
it can be achieved.

Particular emphasis should be placed on the development of a medieval quarter
around Nicholas Street, taking advantage of the street’s location next to St. Mary's
Cathedral and King Johns Castle.

Limerick is often referred to as the Sporting Capital of Ireland and holds the
title of the only Irish city to have been awarded the title of 'European City of
Sport’. Limerick is home to first class sporting facilities in a range of disciplines,
including; Thomond Park, the Gaelic Grounds, the University of Limerick Sports
Arena and Limerick Racecourse. The City has also produced a number of world
class athletes, including European and world champions in boxing. Building on
this reputation, Limerick should be further developed as the Sporting Capital of
Ireland in this plan.




The Government has an opportunity to now do the right thing and make the
investment in Limerick and ensure that the new “National Planning Framework”
delivers for the whole of Ireland and particularly the regions.

The Government needs to get creative and needs to be bold. We need a single
spatial plan for the island of Ireland.

We agree with recent comments from the CEO of Limerick City and County
Council, Mr Conn Murray, who described the current draft NPF as reinforcing the
imbalance between the east and west of Ireland.

We have concerns that the current draft document limits Limerick City’s potential
and is not ambitious enough in developing Limerick as a major city.

We hope our document assists in providing more ideas and plans that can be
included in the final National Planning Framework to ensure Limerick City reaches
its full potential by 2040.
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