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Sirs,
 
Might I suggest  an adult evaluation of the facts ?
 
Current development proposals are based on a seriously flawed platform. Regional development
programmes have not a will not  provide a basis for housing demand.
 
The consumer belt follows a line from Drogheda to Cavan, Monaghan, Longford, Athlone, Tullamore and
Portlaoise Facts are supported by passenger and traffic levels across the public and private sectors
 
The recently announced Action Plan for Rural development is a recycled set of programmes and
aspirations we have had since 1994. Very little results  were achieved in the past and little can be
expected. Many of these measure were, and are aspirational  and not subject to performance ratings
 
To build one house, good foundations are a requirement. To build and sell a house, requires a DEMAND
and FINANCE which is not a foregone conclusion
 
Regards,
 
John Moran
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Background  

 

In Irelands, economic history the contribution of TK Whittaker and Sean Lemass 

must be acknowledged. In that dark era of the 1950s Irelands quest was one of 

economic survival, seemingly ignored by external, global, growth. 

With vision and political strength, the architects of Irelands development recognised 

the need to abandon the prevailing protectionism and strike out with innovative, 

creative, economic strategy. The ensuing changes brought about the bedrock of Irish 

economic policy which is retained in modern times 

Yet in the aftermath of 2008 the government of the day lacked the vision and the 

drive to respond to the necessary change. It was much easier to defer to the Troika 

and IMF 

In the intervening period development policy was, and continues to be influenced by 

EU criteria and lack of vision. 

2017 sees further additions to the plethora  of regional and ill-conceived 

development programmes  

Regional development does not deliver in Ireland simply because we do not provide 

the very necessary spatial platform. There is no synergy between Ballybrit and 

Ballyhaunis, Catherine Street in Limerick and Castleisland. The UK government 

abandoned the Regional development model in 2012 to a much more productive 

Local Enterprise Partnership, LEP. There is still a bias towards urban rather than 

rural, but with evident results 

Europe has had regional structures for centuries, Basque, Lombardy, Alsace. This 

provided a near natural transition to what now exists as EU regions  

Current 

Late in the day the government finally recognise the rural urban divide and now set 

about yet another national development campaign. A previous government reached 

a similar conclusion in 1994 an it too embarked on a similar crusade. 

Ireland does have a significant legacy in local development, Investment and 

involvement in local group water schemes, GAA projects, community projects, Tidy 

Towns are just part of a contribution to local development. Many of these are Capital 

projects 



However, an Oireachtas committee under chairman Peader Toibin, Regional 

Development, Rural Affairs and the Gaeltacht is partially tasked with an evaluation of 

existing regional and local development programmes. Interim indicators suggest 

serious fault lines in the objectives, and operations of some local projects. 

http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/debates%20authoring/debateswebpack.nsf/committeedatelist?r

eadform&year=2017&code=RG 

The Reality 

The impact of the 2008 fallout should have prompted a much more effective 

response. The Irish government had delegated much of its fiscal management to the 

Troika and IMF. The slight economic upturn, triggered by external factors, a 

reduction in oil prices and a more advantageous currency exchanges in both dollar 

and sterling, dulled any critical response 

The subsequent economic development measures, are reminiscence of Einstein’s 

theory on Lunacy, doing the same, or very similar actions and expecting a different 

outcome 

Balanced Regional Development   1996 1999 

National Development Plan             2000 2006  

Area Development Management     1994 1999 

National Spatial Plan                        2002 2020 

Putting People First./Action Plan for effective 

Local Government                            2012 

Local Government Reform Act         2014    

Subsequent proposed actions included 

LEADER 

CEDRA 

TOWN and VILLAGE REGENERATION 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 

NATIONAL BROADBAND SCHEME 

WILD ATLANTIC WAY   

ATLANTIC ECONOMIC CORRIDOR 

LCDC,Local Community Development Committee 

LECP Local Economic and Community Plan  

REDZ Rural Economic and Development Zone   

http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/debates%20authoring/debateswebpack.nsf/committeedatelist?readform&year=2017&code=RG
http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/debates%20authoring/debateswebpack.nsf/committeedatelist?readform&year=2017&code=RG


This listing is indicative rather than exhaustive. The recent 2017 announcements are 

cosmetically enhanced versions of previous programmes. Progress in many of these 

worthwhile programmes was stymied by lack of funding 

The 2008 fallout caused massive impact on every stratum of Irish society. 

Rather than embrace much needed policy changes to combat a much different 

marketplace, the Irish economic model continues to be based on precedents from 

the Whittaker era. 

Despite the amount of resources, projects, programmes and funding where are 

the results? Rural Ireland is still in real decline, socially and economically? Yet 

Government persists in a flawed, recycled set of policies  

LEADER has had a track record. The current model has reduced funding, is delayed 

and now much more complex in project application. 

Management of the programme has been handed to Local Authorities, where 

management fees will further erode the existing depleted budgets 

An official audit criticised Mayo County Councils €451,000 in-house fee for 

management of 8.5m Shell fund. The Shell fund was provided for local community 

projects  

CEDRA is an outstanding example of what can be achieved. This was researched at 

local level, local needs defined and could have been a game changer. However 

prepublication of the Cedra Report, it is alleged that departmental personnel edited 

some content. A minister for state was appointed with line responsibility. A budgetary 

allocation ONE MILLION EURO was agreed. (This is on a par with an allocation to 

gather wandering horses in Dublin housing estates.)  

When will policy makers embrace different structures to finally deliver results? The 

Public Private Partnership structure could be effective. 

Defining local needs in towns and villages and the provision of customised 

development templates could be a realistic solution 

Development templates for local retail, tourism and Micro business supports, 

including exports and a county based online marketing platform 

  A network/cluster of Micro enterprises, in each county, can achieve scale and 

impact 

This is about a probusiness support platform for rural Micro enterprises. The support 

includes local existing business and a basis for new Start Ups. The County 

Marketing Company is designed to provide an online marketing platform for local and 

export markets 

Local bottom up economic, rather than community, development should lead 

Present development models are outmoded, complex and are not market centred 



The proposed templates must be transparent and have agreed performance 

indicators. 

The adoption of Social Enterprise as a development channel 

A demarcation between Community and Economic Development 

The biggest opposition is the Public sector, reluctant to engage, cede power and 

some control, very reluctant to communicate 

The Future?  

The New Generation Economic model is county based 

Each local business group sets out long and short term objectives 

The preferred structure is a Public Private Partnership 

The strategy is by agreement with all stakeholders. 

This is operational, not aspirational 

Each county will have a County Marketing Company to drive online and offline 

marketing. These measures can be underway in a matter of weeks.   

This about each community, in each county, having an active role in identifying local 

needs, and driving the necessary solutions. This is building a future for Rural Ireland. 

Ireland faces three major challenges in the short term. The yet to be confirmed dual 

impact of both Trump policy and the Brexit outcome. 

Ireland has an over reliance on the FDI sector, Corporate Tax receipts are €7.7bn . 

The Trump administration has indicated a reduction in its Corporation Tax rate and 

its intention to keep US operations on home turf. The UK has indicated its intention 

to lower its Corporate Tax rate to drive its FDI programme. The EU is considering a 

Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base.   Whatever the timeline, these 

proposals represent massive dangers to Ireland Inc. FDI can no longer be relied to 

deliver the very necessary growth. 

The logical and adult counter measure is to support the Irish Micro /Rural sector in a 

much more meaningful manner 

Currently the response is a collection of inadequate reconstituted economic 

development measures. Ireland needs robust, rock solid fast moving Micro 

operations to compete not just locally but with a focus on export. High Speed 

broadband is essential to the mix, talked about for the past decade, and still not 

delivered. Major funding is now required, a realistic evaluation of existing 

programmes, together with an innovative plan 
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Background	



In Irelands, economic history the contribution of TK Whittaker and Sean Lemass must be acknowledged. In that dark era of the 1950s Irelands quest was one of economic survival, seemingly ignored by external, global, growth.

With vision and political strength, the architects of Irelands development recognised the need to abandon the prevailing protectionism and strike out with innovative, creative, economic strategy. The ensuing changes brought about the bedrock of Irish economic policy which is retained in modern times

Yet in the aftermath of 2008 the government of the day lacked the vision and the drive to respond to the necessary change. It was much easier to defer to the Troika and IMF

In the intervening period development policy was, and continues to be influenced by EU criteria and lack of vision.

2017 sees further additions to the plethora  of regional and ill-conceived development programmes 

Regional development does not deliver in Ireland simply because we do not provide the very necessary spatial platform. There is no synergy between Ballybrit and Ballyhaunis, Catherine Street in Limerick and Castleisland. The UK government abandoned the Regional development model in 2012 to a much more productive Local Enterprise Partnership, LEP. There is still a bias towards urban rather than rural, but with evident results

Europe has had regional structures for centuries, Basque, Lombardy, Alsace. This provided a near natural transition to what now exists as EU regions 

Current

Late in the day the government finally recognise the rural urban divide and now set about yet another national development campaign. A previous government reached a similar conclusion in 1994 an it too embarked on a similar crusade.

Ireland does have a significant legacy in local development, Investment and involvement in local group water schemes, GAA projects, community projects, Tidy Towns are just part of a contribution to local development. Many of these are Capital projects

However, an Oireachtas committee under chairman Peader Toibin, Regional Development, Rural Affairs and the Gaeltacht is partially tasked with an evaluation of existing regional and local development programmes. Interim indicators suggest serious fault lines in the objectives, and operations of some local projects.

http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/debates%20authoring/debateswebpack.nsf/committeedatelist?readform&year=2017&code=RG

The Reality

The impact of the 2008 fallout should have prompted a much more effective response. The Irish government had delegated much of its fiscal management to the Troika and IMF. The slight economic upturn, triggered by external factors, a reduction in oil prices and a more advantageous currency exchanges in both dollar and sterling, dulled any critical response

The subsequent economic development measures, are reminiscence of Einstein’s theory on Lunacy, doing the same, or very similar actions and expecting a different outcome

Balanced Regional Development   1996 1999

National Development Plan             2000 2006 

Area Development Management     1994 1999

National Spatial Plan                        2002 2020

Putting People First./Action Plan for effective

Local Government                            2012

Local Government Reform Act         2014   

Subsequent proposed actions included

LEADER

CEDRA

TOWN and VILLAGE REGENERATION

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

NATIONAL BROADBAND SCHEME

WILD ATLANTIC WAY  

ATLANTIC ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

LCDC,Local Community Development Committee

LECP Local Economic and Community Plan 

REDZ Rural Economic and Development Zone  

This listing is indicative rather than exhaustive. The recent 2017 announcements are cosmetically enhanced versions of previous programmes. Progress in many of these worthwhile programmes was stymied by lack of funding

The 2008 fallout caused massive impact on every stratum of Irish society.

Rather than embrace much needed policy changes to combat a much different marketplace, the Irish economic model continues to be based on precedents from the Whittaker era.

Despite the amount of resources, projects, programmes and funding where are the results? Rural Ireland is still in real decline, socially and economically? Yet Government persists in a flawed, recycled set of policies 

LEADER has had a track record. The current model has reduced funding, is delayed and now much more complex in project application.

Management of the programme has been handed to Local Authorities, where management fees will further erode the existing depleted budgets

An official audit criticised Mayo County Councils €451,000 in-house fee for management of 8.5m Shell fund. The Shell fund was provided for local community projects 

CEDRA is an outstanding example of what can be achieved. This was researched at local level, local needs defined and could have been a game changer. However prepublication of the Cedra Report, it is alleged that departmental personnel edited some content. A minister for state was appointed with line responsibility. A budgetary allocation ONE MILLION EURO was agreed. (This is on a par with an allocation to gather wandering horses in Dublin housing estates.) 

When will policy makers embrace different structures to finally deliver results? The Public Private Partnership structure could be effective.

Defining local needs in towns and villages and the provision of customised development templates could be a realistic solution

Development templates for local retail, tourism and Micro business supports, including exports and a county based online marketing platform

  A network/cluster of Micro enterprises, in each county, can achieve scale and impact

This is about a probusiness support platform for rural Micro enterprises. The support includes local existing business and a basis for new Start Ups. The County Marketing Company is designed to provide an online marketing platform for local and export markets

Local bottom up economic, rather than community, development should lead

Present development models are outmoded, complex and are not market centred

The proposed templates must be transparent and have agreed performance indicators.

The adoption of Social Enterprise as a development channel

A demarcation between Community and Economic Development

The biggest opposition is the Public sector, reluctant to engage, cede power and some control, very reluctant to communicate

The Future? 

The New Generation Economic model is county based

Each local business group sets out long and short term objectives

The preferred structure is a Public Private Partnership

The strategy is by agreement with all stakeholders.

This is operational, not aspirational

Each county will have a County Marketing Company to drive online and offline marketing. These measures can be underway in a matter of weeks.  

This about each community, in each county, having an active role in identifying local needs, and driving the necessary solutions. This is building a future for Rural Ireland.

Ireland faces three major challenges in the short term. The yet to be confirmed dual impact of both Trump policy and the Brexit outcome.

Ireland has an over reliance on the FDI sector, Corporate Tax receipts are €7.7bn . The Trump administration has indicated a reduction in its Corporation Tax rate and its intention to keep US operations on home turf. The UK has indicated its intention to lower its Corporate Tax rate to drive its FDI programme. The EU is considering a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base.   Whatever the timeline, these proposals represent massive dangers to Ireland Inc. FDI can no longer be relied to deliver the very necessary growth.

The logical and adult counter measure is to support the Irish Micro /Rural sector in a much more meaningful manner

Currently the response is a collection of inadequate reconstituted economic development measures. Ireland needs robust, rock solid fast moving Micro operations to compete not just locally but with a focus on export. High Speed broadband is essential to the mix, talked about for the past decade, and still not delivered. Major funding is now required, a realistic evaluation of existing programmes, together with an innovative plan
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