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Spatial explained

The word "spatial" sounds abstract but relates to
something very familiar — the area or space around us.
Spatial planning is about the physical space we occupy -
the space our houses are built on, space in urban and
rural areas, the space in which our workplaces are located
and the space taken up by roads, infrastructure and
amenities.

Spatial planning seeks to plan more coherently for the use
of those spaces to make Ireland’s economy stronger, our
environment better and peoples’ lives easier. For example,
bringing together the location of houses, amenities, shops,
employment and transport in a given area and in the right
way can dramatically enhance people’s access to the
services they need. It also enhances the attractiveness of
the area for investment, business activity and progress.

Relevant trends

e The State’s population is growing; we need to start
planning strategically now for a population that is
likely to increase by half a million over the next 20
years, with a possibility that it could rise by
significantly more than that

e On current trends, over three quarters of the State’s
population growth could take place in, or in areas
adjoining, the greater Dublin area

e The number of cars using our roads could double

e Commuting distances are increasing.

These trends indicate that the distribution of economic
progress could continue to be unbalanced with major
consequences for the economy, the environment and
people’s quality of life. Greater distance between people
and their work, greater reliance on the private car as the
main means of transport, more time spent in the car and
less time for leisure and other activities all impact
negatively on quality of life. Effective spatial planning will
set Ireland on a different path.

Who will benefit from the NSS

— The Nation: - The NSS is a broad framework for use in
the planning of investment by the public and private
sectors. This will help to inform the future planning and
the day-to day activi of public and private agencies.
That includes the plans and activities of those involved
in providing infrastructure such as roads, public
transport, energy and communications links. A clear
national level framework for spatial development will
help the international marketing of Ireland for
investment. It builds up the confidence of investors in
the future prospects of various parts of Ireland.

The Regions: - The NSS will enable every part of the
country to grow to its potential. The Strategy seeks to
enhance the performance of strategically placed engines
of growth or "gateways". This will create the conditions
- by drawing together people, business activity, services,
infrastructure and amenities — necessary to drive
economic growth and contribute to more balanced
patterns of development across Ireland. Other towns,
villages and rural areas will draw strength from,
contribute to and complement the gateways.

Local areas: - Establishing "engines of growth"

must be d by ing the
structure and roles of other towns and rural areas, if
balanced regional development is to be achieved. This
means two things:

(1) strengthening the county town and other
town structure
and

(2) ensuring that the strengths and resources of rural
areas in the agricultural, enterprise, tourism, local
services and other sectors are harnessed and
developed to offer a viable future for rural people.

The role of gateways acting at the national level, together
with hubs acting at the regional and county levels needs
to be partnered by the county towns and other larger
towns as a focus for business, residential, service and
amenity functions.

Rural areas

Many rural areas are undergoing profound changes due, for
example, to the economic restructuring of agriculture or to
the influence of nearby urban areas. The NSS outlines
measures through which rural potential and alternative
employment can be developed. These measures build upon
local strengths in agriculture, enterprise, tourism, local
services, land and marine based natural resources.

The NSS also identifies an important need to support the
role of rural towns and villages at the local level, as a
focus for investment, economic activity and housing
development, which will at the same time support the
vitality of wider rural areas. This creates the option of
alternative employment for people who may have been
employed full time in agriculture in the past, enabling them
to remain in rural areas, but with access to employment in
nearby towns and villages.

Transport and infrastructure
framework

Unlike National Development Plans, the NSS is not an
infrastructural investment plan. However, the NSS is a
planning ing the c ination of
investment to under-pin the future development of the new
spatial structure.

For example, the national spatial structure will be
supported by a national transport framework to facilitate
planning for an improved network of roads and public
transport services, enhancing access and connections
throughout the country. This framework will be
internationally connected through key points such as
airports and ports with links to Northern Ireland, the UK,
EU and the wider global economy.



